
FA/TM Procedures Manual - Issue Date: 1/30/04
Physical Fit Analysis

Page 1

Physical Fit Analysis
Initial all 

packaging

Sign Property 
Sheet

Prepare 
Worksheet

Inventory & 
note items in 

package

Property 
Sheet Signed? Yes

No

All nec. items 
in lab?

Contact officer 
to request 

missing items

No

Yes
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Note 
description of 

items

Photograph, if 
necessary

Trace or Blood 
exam?

To other 
section(s)

YES

NO Note any trace 
evidence

Mark all items 
for 

identification
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Compare class 
characteristics
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Sufficient 
ind. for id?

Report 
same

Yes

No

Align items edge 
to edge, if poss.

Note surface 
mfg. marks*

Note surface 
accidental 
abrasions*

Note print 
design*

Note color 
sequence*

Note words or 
lettering*

Cast one side 
for comp. w/ 

other*

Examine cross 
section (layers, 

rings, etc.)*

* When possible and/or necessary, 
at discretion of examiner.
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Similar?

Elimination

No

Yes
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Compare 
individual 

characteristics
Similar?

Positive ID, 
Physical Fit

Similar Class & 
some sim. Ind, 

no pos. ID

Can't ID or 
Eliminate

Photograph 
match, if 
desired

Common 
Origin, but 
no Physical 

Fit
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Complete 
Notes
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