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CHARLOTTE – MECKLENBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Crime Laboratory- Biology Section  
Picroindigocarmine Stain (PICS)  
 

Picroindigocarmine Stain (PICS) 
1.  Required items: 
 
Picric Acid  4.0 g 
Indigocarmine  0.1 g 
DI water  300 ml 

2.  Instructions for Preparation: 
 
To DI water add Picric Acid and stir overnight.  Add Indigocarmine and stir for at least one hour or until dissolved.  

3.  Storage Conditions: 
 
Room Temperature 
 
4. Expiration Date: 

 
When the individual components expire, or twelve months after preparation, whichever comes first. 
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