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Technical Procedure for Forensic Technician Processes

1.0 Purpose - This procedure establishes standard operating procedures for a Forensic Technician to conduct
processing of latent evidence casework.

2.0 Scope - This procedure is used in order to maintain a more efficient work flow in the processing of evidence.

2.1 The Forensic Technician has been trained in the standard sequential chemical processing and
photography steps for procedures utilized within the latent section technical procedures. It is essential
that the Forensic Technician document in the master case file the tasks completed and the results
produced. The Forensic Technician shall document any and all markings developed on evidence that are
of friction ridge appearance.

Note: The Forensic Technician shall not perform the ACE-V Methodology of Comparison of Friction
Ridge Detail in any Case Work.

3.0 Definitions - N/A

4.0 Equipment, Materials and Reagents - N/A

5.0 Procedure

5.1 Steps for Processing

511

5.1.2

513

514

The Technician shall not begin use of any processing procedure until competency is demonstrated
through written test and/or practical examination (in accordance with QSP 5-2-1 Training) for the
following procedures; QSP 5-8-1 Test Item Handling, Recording of All Analytical Data, Image
Processing, ALS Alternate Light Sources, Safety/Chemical Hygiene plan and Sections 4,5 and 6
of the procedure for Analysis and Comparison of Friction Ridge Evidence.

Prior to processing items of evidence, the competency of the Forensic Technician shall be
demonstrated through testing and practical examination pertaining to the procedure the
Technician is required to use. Authorization to use procedure shall be documented prior to use of
procedure.

Prior to entry of friction ridge impressions into the SAFIS the Forensic Technician Shall
demonstrate competency with the Technical Procedure for the SAFIS and upon release the
Forensic Technician shall record their observations and the status of SAFIS entry in the Analysis
Section of the Latent Print ACE-V Worksheet. The Forensic Technician shall include the
worksheet in the case file.

As authorization is attained it shall be documented in accordance with 5-2-1 QSP Training.
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5.1.6

5.1.7

Direct supervision by authorized personnel of the Technician during the first five test item
applications of a processing procedure shall be required/ and documented in the master case file.
Authorized supervising personnel shall complete the Technical Review sheet sections that apply
to the action taken to complete the processing of the test item.

All evidence transferred to the Forensic Technician shall be documented using RMS (as provided
in the Procedure for Test Item Handling). The Forensic Technician shall use RMS to document
the transfer of all Latent impression evidence.

The Forensic Technician shall document in master case file a description of work performed in
accordance with the Procedure for Recording of All Analytical Data.

5.2 Standards and Controls - N/A

5.3 Calibration - N/A

5.4 Sampling - N/A

5.5 Calculations - N/A

5.6 Uncertainty of Measurement - N/A

6.0 Limitations - N/A

7.0 Safety - N/A

8.0 References

Latent Evidence Section Training for Friction Ridge Analysis (Training Bibliography)

Laboratory Training for Friction Ridge Analysis

The Fingerprint Sourcebook US Department of Justice NIJ

The Science of Fingerprints FBI.

Latent Section Resources and References Repository

Quality System and Technical Procedures
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9.0 Records - N/A

10.0 Attachments - N/A
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REVISION HISTORY

CURRENT VERSION

EFFECTIVE DATE

SUMMARY OF CHANGES

1

2016/07/01

Original Version

2

2017/03/01

Add Forensic Technician limitations , Add require
documentation of authorization, change revision history, issue
date to effective date, and rev# to ver#. Add requirement for
supervised case work and knowledge of section 4-5-6 of
additional procedure. In5.1.1 add in accordance with (QSP
5.2.1 Training)

2018/04/01

Add 5.1.3 defining forensic technician authority to operate and
submit on SAFIS and how to document that information. Change
Note* add methodology.
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